for her to do regular work in school. Other colored children proved to be dull?the fact that they were there during the summer session being indicative in itself that they were not the brightest ones in their group.
The white children of the grade were a conglomeration of nationality and condition. Two of the little boys, Sol and Esau, aged nine and seven respectively, were Jewish, four months in America from Jerusalem.
The older one had the height and weight of a child of seven and showed marked tubercular tendencies; while the younger one had the height and weight of a child of five, but had a good physique which responded readily and quickly to the milk furnished by sympathetic teachers. These boys were bright?they had readily learned in a few weeks common English expressions?and under speech teaching directed by Miss Poole, they had learned to read a few passages in a primer in connection with their language work. The problem of these boys was that of language. They were easily able to do the simple tasks set for them if they could be made to understand what was said to them, but during the summer they had to depend upon imitating the other children. The younger boy was able to follow the progress of a complicated game by watching for cues from his fellows. These two children did not understand the English language enough to profit by first grade work, and will require, if they are to receive the education they ought to receive and for which they are fitted, some little time to acquire proficiency in language. They have had, however, during the summer, a good beginning in English. Another Two of the girls in the eighth grade had such defective eye-sight as to render any ordinary school work practically useless. One had been told several times that she had an eye defect, but under no compulsion at home, had refused to wear glasses because of vanity. While she could read with effort, she had not been able to do much work for herself and was forced to depend largely on what she overheard from others. The other girl was suffering from nystagmus and it was impossible for her to read at all. This girl was getting along poorly, but acquiring some information by listening to other members of the class. She is the type of child who should be educated in a semi-blind class where work is presented through the ears and the hands. No amount of effort on her part in a regular class will make it possible for her really to do eighth grade work. Because of the great deficiency of vision, this girl had also developed an inferiority complex so great as to render her non-social. She had never told her teacher that she could not see, and submitted quietly to the comments of others on her poor work.
Another girl in this class was said by her teacher to be a very bright girl who apparently did not learn at all in the eighth grade. This girl bore out her teacher's words that she was bright, but her auditory memory span for digits was four, while her visual memory span was six. She showed little or no ability to acquire information through the ear, and her auditory images were so indefinite as to be almost useless.
This girl had good visual images, but was getting no opportunity to use them as the work she was offered had to come through the hearing, for, as her teacher remarked, "She had no time in the limited session to present her work for the benefit of one or two individuals."
A boy in this class was found to have the same defect. These two children were bright enough to keep up with their work, as they had learned to read well, but they had no retentiveness for auditory stimuli. A summer session is too short for a child handicapped with a defect of any sort. These two children received nothing from the class instruction. It is no wonder that the teacher said they were not able to do eighth grade work.
Several negro girls and boys were like those of the seventh grade, impossible candidates for eighth grade work. Neither in congenital ability or in school proficiency were they ready for the eighth grade. Over-age, dull and stupid, they offered no suggestions or inspiration for the class and received none from the other members. All they could do was to sit in their seats and make such effort as they were required to make, without in any way detracting from the pleasure which they found in the company of those who were of their own age and condition. One negro girl proved to be among the best in the class, indicating that the members of this race were not handicapped by conditions other than those supplied by themselves. This girl was fully up to grade andsheoughtto do very well in high school in the fall.
Two Often an ability is shown in music, drawing, in manual training, in household arts, in sewing, in art?there is no reason why a child should not be trained in fields in which he has ability, if he fails to show the required capacity for stereotyped education. Many dull, normal children may find their school life of peculiar value to them through the adaptation of a curriculum to their needs. True democracy consists in giving these children that training which they are able to receive with profit to themselves and society. Children differ in capacity, and the school curriculum must offer opportunities for the development of the capacities which are present, instead of attempting to arrange the education of all children according to the same plan. Anyone will recognize the fact that features and coloring vary for every person, and just so is variation found in the mental capacities and competencies of different individuals.
